














The Legend of Ponnivolo 




a Y & UN & 02 PHAM 

series i com \c z 

LOZD StitVA HAS 
CURSED A FAEMIWO 

family to se 
OHILDLESS DUE TO 
■rue death of 
some cow s * He 
eater relents, 

CREATING- A LITTLE 
BABY WHICH HE 
HIDES UNDER SOME 
STONES, SOON 
DISCOVERED, THIS 
BABY IS ADOPTED 
AND LOVED. BUT 
THEN HIS PARENTS 
DIE SUDDENLY AMD 
THE YOUNG BO/ 
FINDS HIMSELF 
ORPHANED — 
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A Young Orphan 



LORD SWA THINKS BACK ON PAST EVENTS 


IN RESPONSE TO THIS 
TERRIBLE DEED, I HAVE CURSED HIS 
WHOLE FAMILY. - -THERE SHALL BE NO 
CHILDREN BORN TO THEM 
s - FOR SEVEN GENERATIONS* ^ 


MY LIVELY 
i^lice PARVATI WAS 

ALWAYS WANTED TO SEE LIFE OK EARTH 
PROSPER- ONE DAY, SHE CREATED NINE 
FARMER BROTHERS TO MAKE THE 
EARTH BOUNTIFUL. 


BUT SOON AFTERWARDS, 

A GREAT FAMINE SCORCHED THE 
EARTH TO THE EAST- THIS AREA, 
RULED BY THE CHOLA KING, WAS SO 
BARREN THAT THE MONARCH WAS 
FORCED TO LET HIS PRIZE COWS 
FREE TO WANDER- 


THOSE COWS DISCOVERED 
THE SUGARCANE OF PONN1VALA- 
THEY ATE FROM THE FIELD, AND TRAMPLED MUCH OF 
THE CROP. TO PROTECT HIS SUGARCANE, THE KING OF 
PONNEVALA ORDERED A SPEAR-TIPPED FENCE 
BUILT, WHICH ENDED UP KILLING ALL OF THE 

COWS' 
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The Legend of Ponnivala 



WH£ HAVE 1 > 

WR0N6ED? DID T EVER 
FAIL TO FEED A WANDERING 
B&GGAR? > 


MATTERS IN THE HOME OF PONNIVALA'S 
LEADING FARMER APS AT A STANDSTILL. MANY 
YEARS HAVE PASSED AND STILL NOT A SINGLE 
CHILDS VOICE CAN BE HEARD. KOLATTA AND 
HIS VJtFE kJORRY ABOUT THE FUTURE. 


SO MANY YEARS HAVE PASSED, 
AMD EVEN TH^LkSH OUR LANDS 
PROSPER, X HAVE NOT &IVEN BIRTH, 
^ EVER' ^ 



WHAT 
HAVE X 
D0NE? 


0H WIFE' IF 
THAT IS 0UR FATE, 
THEN WE MUST LIVE 
WITH rri 


KOLATTA‘S kJlFE ARIYANACCl BEGINS TO 
CRY. SHE CANNOT UNDERSTAND WJHY SHE 
HAS NOT BEEN GRANTED CHILDREN. AS 
SHE CRIES' SHE THINKS OF LORD VISHNU- 
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A Young Orphan 




^ OH VISHNU, MY > 
BPOTHEE-tN-LAW' WHY HAVE 
Y£>U ABANDONED THE HOMAN 
WOPLD TO SEEK. COUNSEL 
St WITH ME? ^ 


Y THE WIFE Of KOLATTA N 
HAS BEEN CEYINO AND 

CALLIHO MY NAME. I CANNOT 
BEAP TO LOOK DOWN AT 

V hep. y 


WHAT SIN HAVE 
THOSE TWO COMMITTED? 

WHY D O THEY HAVE HO 
_ CHILDREN? _ 
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The Legend of Ponnivala 



CfTTIRAPUTRA 
COME HERE i 


SHOW MV BROTHER-IN- 
LAW THE DEEDS JiOLATTA HAS 
. COMMUTED- 


THAT 

VILLAIN 


HE ORDERED A 
SPEAR-TIPPED 
FENCE BUILT TO 
PROTECT HIS 
SUOARCANE-.. 


THE CMC LA 
CISC'S COWS DIED A 
HORRIBLE DEATH 
. BECAUSE OF IT* . 


^ HE VALUED HIS ~ 
SUOARCANE ABOVE HIS DUTV 
TO FEED AND PROTECT 
SACRED COWS' 













































A Young Orphan 



THAT 

CRUEL 

FARMER 


LEAVE ME 
ALONE 

AND DON'T ASK ME FOR 
ANY FAVOURS ON HIS 
Ibw ACCOUNT' 


OH BROTHER-IN- 
LAW, DON'T BE ANCRY 
WITH KOLATTAl 


r HE DID NOT MEAN TO KILL > 
ANYTHING WITH THAT FENCE, AND HE 
DID NOT KNOW THAT IT WAS COWS THAT 
HAD EATEN HIS CROPSi V 


^ SOFTEN ^ 
YOUR HEART. OlVE 
THAT COUPLE THE 
C1FT OF JUST ONE 
V. CHILD i j 


THANK YOU, OH 
BROTHER-IN-LAW 


Mr OH VISHNU' 

ALL RIOHT' 

X WILL ACRES TO ORANT 
THIS SMALL PIECE OF 
CRACE- NOW CO HOME 
AND LEAVE 
V ME IN PEACE' 


VISHNU PROM/SES HE W/LL 
HAVE A FAMILY MEMBER DO 21 
YEARS OF PENANCE TO REPAY 
THiS OREAT FAVOUR - 
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i will have 

TO HIDE THE CHILD 
WELL-, SO ONLY 
KOLATTA WILL- FIND 


THAT PESKY 
BROTHER-IN-LAW 
ALWAYS ASKING ME 


The Legend of Ponnivala 




^ THEREI 1 HAVE 
CREATED A CHILD AND 
HIDDEN IT UNDER A PILE OF 
STONES! MY WORK IS 
FINISHED. 
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A Young Orphan 



IT IS A &OOO AMO PBOSPEBOUS TIME. PON NIVAL A IS FLOUBISHINO 


THE OOOP KING KOLATTA HAS 1Z FINE CMS, AND EACH CINE HAS A CALF, 
EACH MOBNIN& THE SHEFHEBP TAKES THESE ANIMALS TO &BAZE IN A 
FIELO KNOWN FOB US BOCKS ANO UZABPS. IN THE AFTEBNOON HE 
BETUBNS THEM TO THE PALACE ANO OWES THEM UJATEB TO OBINK- 
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The Legend of Ponnivalc 



ALL OF THE CALVES 
ARE HEALTHYAND 
FULL OF ENERGY* 
ALL EXCEPT 
ONE...FOB THE 
MOTHER OF ONE OF 
THE CALVES IS 
PROTECTING A VERY 
IMPORTANT SECRET/ 
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A Young Orphan 



MY MY, THAT IS 
STRAW&Si 


S' SUE YEW Of 

* MY CALVES APE 
PLAYINO NORMALLY, BUT 
^ ONE SSEMS THIN AND ^ 
fct-i WEA*t—_^ 


SHEPHERD' 
COME OVEE 
HERE' 


OSI THIS t>AY, KOUATTA t>GClOG$ TO VISIT HIS CONS- H£ 
NOTICGS SOMETH!NO STPANOB ABOUT ONG OF THE 

cauvgs, anc> oeaz>e$ to investigate the mattez. 

HE SPEAKS TO HlS SHEPHEZO ABOUT HIS SUSPICIONS. 


OH SHEPHERD, VJHY 
CAN'T THAT ONE CALF 
WALK PROPERLY? IT 
HAS N O STRENGTH! 


r ARE YOU ^ 
SECRETLY MILKIWO THE 
MOTHER CON AND 
D&NKINC THE SWEET 
^ LIQUID YOURSELF 7 ^ 


























The Legend of Ponnivala 



OHLOEDi 1 
HAVE DONE NO 
SUCH THINO' 


OH SEEVANT' « 
60 TO TAN6AVALA AND 
CALL THE STOWE MASONS- 
ASK THEM TO BEIN6 THEiE 
TOOLS AND COME 
V OUtCKLYJ 


BUT KOLATTA tS NOT 
$ATI$FI5t>~ -HE 
PETUPNS LATEX ANO 
MOeS 3EHtNP A TP&E- 
SOON, MS NOTICES 
THAT ONE COM 
LEAVES THE HEJSO ANO 
OOES TO STANO ON A 
PILE OF POCKS- 
KOLATTA tS VERY 
SUSPICIOUS - 


OKAY THEN, 

60 SACK TO 6EAZIN6 
THE HEED' 


_i» 
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A young Orphan 



■lU* 1 THE KINO 

^ of ponnivala HAS ^ 

ASKED THAT YOU PACK UP 
YOUR TOOLS AND COM E TO 
HIS COUNTRY 
IMMEDIATELY! ^ 


THERE IS 
HO TIME TO 
SPARE! 


I WANT YOU TO ^ 
DRIVE A WEDOE 1KSTKP EACH 
OF THOSE STONES AND 
^ SPLIT THEM! 


IN A FIELD WEST 
OF MY VILLAGE, THERE IS A 
PILE OF SEVEN STONES* 


TUB KINO ISSUBS HIS INSTRUCTIONS TO THB STON5 MASONS, 
AND THEN LEADS THEM TO TUB FIELD OF STONES AND LIZARDS 
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The Legend of Ponnivala 



IT'S 

H6AVYJ 


OOOOPUl 


NEVER MIND THAT WE 
HAVE F0UND N0THIN&] 
&Q AHEAD AND SPLIT THE 
SEVENTH ST£>N£] 


THE MEN WOBK HABD TO LIFT THB SEVEN HBAW STONES- THEY FINP 
NOTHING- FINALLY THEY BEACH THB SEVENTH STONE - WHEN THEY LIFT IT, 
THE Y UNCOVEB A SUBPBiSSi ALL OF THE MEN OATHEB IN AWE. 

























A Young Orphan 



&L0Z\OUSl THIS 

chiu> must mvt ©sen 

CEEATED FOB US' 


^ SURELY THIS IS THE ^ 

VJ£RK £>F U2RD SHIVA'S MER£Yi 
MEN* LET US RETURN TO THE 
^ PALACEi ^ 


KOLATTA PICKS UP THE BOY A ND IS 
OVERCOME ktlTH JOY. HE HUOS THE CHIU> 
AMU KISSES ITS JEUJ EL-LIKE FACE. HE 
KNOVJS THAT THE CHILD MUST BE A (SIFT 
FBOM THE (SODS THEMSELVES- 


INSIDE THE HOLE IS A BABY BOY AS 
BEAUTIFUL AS THE FULL MOON! 
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The Legend of Ponnivola 



^ WIFE' LORD SHIVA HAS ^ 
BLESSED US' HE HAS BESTOWED 
HIS ORACE UPON US' ASK THE 
w ST WE MASONS' 


COULD IT 
REALLY BE 
OURS? 


WIFE' WAKE UP' 

see what i have 

BROUGHT' 


i 


i 


OH HUSBAND' 

WHOSE CHILD IS THIS? WHERE IS IT 
FROM? HOW DID YOU LAY YOUR HANDS ON 
SOMETHING SO PRECIOUS? 


^ YOUR HUSBAND IS CORRECT- ^ 
WE REMOVED SEVEN STONES FROM A 


FIELD TO THE WEST OF HERE. AND UNDER THE 
. SEVENTH, WE FOUND THIS BEAUTIFUL . 
■>" . CHILD' 























































; *r 



OH WOMAN, 
BLES51NOS TO YOU' 
WHY HAVE YOU CALLED 
Me? _ 


^ OH LORD, you HAVE GRANTED 
ME THIS BOON- X AM ORATEFUL TO 
YOU- BUT HOW SHALL I FEED THIS 
- BEAUTIFUL BAB'/? 


A Young Orphan 


OH LORD OF 
OONJEEPURAMi CAN 
THIS BE TRUE? 


r THANK. YOU FOR n 
TOUR OIFT. BUT HOW 
CAN X NURSE THIS 
CHILD? AM I NOT TOO 
OLD? 
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The Legend of Ponnivdo 



ST AMD El^hTT 
THERE, FACIN6- 
EAST, AND THINK 
A60UT ME- 


ARIYANACCI SETS THE BABY DOWN, 
AMD VISHNU CAUSES SEVEN VEILS TO 
APPEAR IN FRONT OF HER- 










1 



MILK SPURTS FROM HER, AND LANDS IN THE BABYS MOUTH- WITH THIS 
ACT ARIYANACCI KNOVJS THE CHILD IS TRULY HERS TO RAISE- VISHNU, HIS 
WORK COMPLETE, FADES AWAY, AND SO DO THE VEILS- 





















































A Young Orphan 
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The Legend of Ponnivala 




THBE5 MONTHS NAVE PASSES- IT IS TIME TO TAKE THE 
CHIU? TO THE FAMILY TEMPLE ANt> &YE HIM A NAME- 



ZO 











































































A Young Orphan 



r YES- THIS 
WILL 86 A FINE 
^ DAY. 


XT IS TIME 
F0R THE NAMING 
CEREMONY! 


d>H U0RD' COfAB J£>IN 
OUZ FESTIVITIES AT 
GELATTA’S TEMPLE- 


AZtYANACCi CALLS UPON VISHNU, WJHO SOON AZRIYES 


C-ELATTAi SISTER 
PUEASE J£lN US- 


LOZD VISHNU CALLS UPON CBLATTA, AND 

shb joins nee azowez foz we svsnt. 
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The Legend of Ponnivolo 



< NOW REPEAT MY \ 
LINES THREE TIMES' 
PULLED OUT FROM UNDER A 
STONE, KUNNLFTAIYA . 

v cylinder!" y 


fine celatta' take the 

&OY AND SIT FACING EAST 



TAKE 

KUNNUTAIYA &ACK TO THE 
PADAC-E AND RAISE HIM 
WELD- WE MUST LEAVE 
V YOU NOW- _^ 


C5LATTA DOBS AS VISHNU 
INSTRUCTED, AND REPEATS 
HiS WORDS THREE TIMES. 


PULLED OUT FROM Nrrn- - , ■!«, 

UNDER A STONE, KUNNUTAIYA ) 

ik liters \ V t 6 5BSttwi 


founder: 
























































A Young Orphan 




accournwri 

GlTTIRAPUTRAi 


OW LDRDl THEIR 
LIVES HAVE ©BEN 
LIVED OUT. 


FIVE HAPPYAND PLENTIFUL YEARS PASS IN PONNiVALA- 
KUHNUTAtYA tS NO\U FIVE YEARS OLD. MEANh/HiLE, fN HIS 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS* LORD SHtVA CALLS FOR HtS ACCOUNTANT- 


CUECK AND SEE WHETHER 
THE LIFETIME X GRANTED TO 
KOLATT A AND HIS WIFE ARIYANASLI 
HAS SEEN ^MPLETED- 


r tj 
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The Legend of Ponnlvala 



r ye mam, ^ 

6REAT 
LORD OF 
DEATH- 
WHERE ARE 
s. you? v- 


iou CALLED, 
OH LORD? 


THE UVES OF 
KOLATTA AND 
ARIYANACCI ARE NOW 
. FINISHED. 


/ TAKE YOUR 
f ENVOYS 

AND GO TO THE LAND OF 
l PONNIVALA j 
X. IMMEDIATELY. ,/ 


BRiNO BOTH 
THOSE LIVES 
HERE TO ME- 


OO AND 
BRINO 

KOLATTA AND 
ARfYANACCI 
. HERE' . 




irm 


2H 































r OW WOMANJ, 
ARE YOU THE WIFE 
OF KOLATTA 
. FOUNDER? 


AMD IS 
THIS YOUR 
HUSBAND? 


(SOUNDER, HUSBAND OF 
^ ARtYANA CCU , 


X ^6 ARE LORD 
r YEMAN’S ENVOYS- WE WILL 
TAIce YOU TO HIM, He IS WAITING 
AT THE (SANESH TEMPLE. YOUR 
V TIME ON EARTH IS NOW . 
INv FINISHED. _^fT 


PLEASE, ORANT ME FIVE 
MORE YEARS WITH MY 
PRECIOUS CHILD' 


A Young Orphan 




7 

INDEED I AM- 


X AM ItOLATTA 


r WE CANNOT DO ^ 
ANYTHING ABOUT THIS 
. MATTER' 
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The Legend of Ponnivdo 



TAKE ME WHEN MV SON 
-w IS TEN' 


WE MUST 
FOLLOW YEMAN'S 
ORDERS- 


WHEN WE 

r APE ALL STANDING > 
IN FRONT OF YEMAM, THEN YOU 
C AN MAKE YOUR REQUEST TO 
V THE LORD HIMSELF- > 


-- O H WIFE' 

XT SEEMS THAT O UR 
TIME IS FINISHED- 


WE WILLOO ^ 
TO THE 

(SANESH TEMPLE 
TOGETHER AND TALK 
TO LORD YEMAN 
V DIRECTLY' y 


WAS 


I 


BARREN 


FOR 


so 


MANY 


YEARS 


YOU 


CAN 


COME 


AND 


Z6 




















































A Young Orphan 



YES LORD- 
THAT IS WHO 
WE ARE* 


X CAMNOT ALTER YOUR 
TATES- BUT 1 CAM OlVE YOU 
OME HOUR. 


m*\ 


O ME 


OH 


SR EAT 


I 


WAS 


SARREM 


FOR 


YE AES 


MOW 


By 


THE 


SPACE 


Or 


ViSHMU 


I 


HAVE 


SOM 


A 


PLEASE LET US 
STAY WITH HIM A WHILE 
LONSERi 


KOLATTA Am MS WIFE AND SON 60 TO 
THE OANESH TEMPLE AND MEET WITH 
LOBDYEMAN- THEY BOW 
BESPEC TFULLY TO THE LOBD OF 
DEATH- THEY &EO AND PLEAD TO &E 
ALLOWED JUST A UTTLE MOBE TIME 
WITH THBiB YOUN& CHILD - BUT LOBD 
YEMAN KNOWS WHAT IS WBITTEN IN THE 
BOOK OF FATE, AND HE KNOWS THBIB 
TIME IS UP - 


WOMAMi 


OH 


YOU 


MAM 


APE 


ARlYAMACCl A 
KOLATTA? 


AMD 


WELL THEM, YOUR TIME ^ 
ON EAPTH IS FINISHED- 
SHIVA HAS OPDEPED ME TO TAKE YOUR 
LIVES TO HIM- XF THERE IS AMYTHINS 
^ YOU MEED TO SAY, DO IT MOW. ^ 
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The Legend of Ponnivola 



THERE IS 
ONLY A SHORT 
TIME LEFT. 


r OH LORD, IF X ^ 
LEAVE HIM NOW, WHO 
WILL LOOK AFTER 
HIM? > 


I ONLY HAVE THE 

power to orve you this 

LITTLE 6RAC6 PERIOD- 


OH SERVANT, 
GO TO THE GHOLA 
COUNTRY RIOHT 
_ AWAY* 


TELL THE 

GHOLA, CHERA, AND PANDIYA ItlNOS 
WHAT IS ABOUT TO HAPPEN. . 



X OH OREAT ICINkS-- ^ 
KOLATTA AND ARIYANACCI 
OF PONNEVALA ARE ABOUT TO 
K BE TAIC6N TO HEAVEN BY . 
V YEMAN- 


I AM VERY 
SORRY TO HEAR 
THAT. 



YES, THIS IS 
SAD NEWS- PLEASE 
TELL THE CHERA AND 
PANDYA RULERS 
ABOUT THIS. 


ALL 

THREE OF yOU MUST 
CO/A E TO PO NNIVALA 
FOR THE FUNERAL 
CEREMONIES. 


ZB 



















































A Young Orphan 



WELCOME TO OUP 
LANDS. as YOU HAVE HEARD, 

YEMAN HAS ANNOUNCED THAT MY WIFE 
AND X WILL BE TAKEN TO SHIVA'S 
. COUNCIL CHAMBERS ANY MOMENT 

KKPWI. ^ 


WE MUST LEAVE YOU THREE TO 
WATCH O/EE OUR HOME AND OUR 
FINE RONNIVALA FIELDS* 


NO ONE CAN CHANGE 
FATE. WE HAVE TO ACCEPT 
WHAT THE OPEAT LORD HAS 
WRITTEN. _ 


O H FINE KlNiSSi I AM LEAVING 
TODAY BUT MY SON MUST STAY 
BEHIND. YOU APE THE ONLY ONES 
WHO CAN PROTECT HIM. 


YES, IT IS SAD NEWS THAT 6RINOS US 
TOGETHER- I WILL DO WHAT X CAN FOP 


Til 

ED 




,j.» r p 

set 

f 



c5w J 


YOU. DON'T WORRY- 




$ 


r 113 1 
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The Legend of Ponnivala 



► OW PEOPLE Of 

P£>NNlVALAi PLEASE TAKE 
RESP<DNS!BILITY FOP MY S0N. SEE 
THAT WE IS WELL FED' 


^ WE ARE VERY 
S£RRV FOP YOU- we 
WILL TRY T<9 HELP* WE 
KKkDW Y£>UR B0Y IS 
^ STILL A £HfLD- j 


PLEASE, WHEN OUP SOM 
COfA ES ^F A6E, AT LEAST SEE THAT 
^ HE IS MARRIED PROPERLY' ^ 


SO 
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The Importance of The Legend of Ponnivala 


Tills iv jii anciem trpiG stemming tnm a long tradition nf local vfltag* slufytelttng 

And fu^d down as a lively htiA tradition Jts roots ran bf traced Kick to moikwnt 
times welJ bdore the corning uf the Hntish Lit India. [Is content meuiuriFed 
by bards who first spell! many veats a«s appoint wo They learned from mow 
experienced Jiinpis eventually b&mne leaders thenwlves. Riming the malgttt 
and even SSulatinn of Aypufe villages of eiLgm listeners. 


The primar. source fop this new comp re-sod retelling i> j tape ivuit Jing made in 1965 over 18 
cwnss^cutlw flights in a village where music and song were still the primary means o! after dark 
elite rtamment- Al that time, clectrieitv was scarce in the region and there were no televisions, 
computers. wCD players Skilled bards provided the village entertainment and served as the 
anM r v history teachers Ihey shaped the local understanding nt the past by telling Stories 


For the first time the Legend of iVmnivala i* p resign led here as a connected chain nl 26 short 
episodes. I he-*: sequential tales describe the rich past uf kongun.idu ihmugh a chain of events 
that impact one local family Its henxs and hemiiWs an? tamu^rs who live in this stpedfte cultural 
and geographic region. The larger l egend covers a period nf roughly six centuries uf Smith 
Indian mod let a I history. As a stor> si compresses what is known into three genera I ions 
Basically. the lite of the grandfather on ers the penm! fttwn 1 000 to UtJd t I . the father's 
adventures, represent the events between 1,200 CE and 1.400, while ihe experiences of the sons 
match Incnl events occurring between 1,400 t I and l.foOO C'f I'hin is a Hfnry rich in cultural and 
sociological detail. Several events parallel real social upheavals documented by coritemporory 
historical accounts 


The Legend of Fonnivala a bo presents a simplified template lor a much larger idea - that all 
life is cyclical. A basic concept that underlies folk I linduism is that cosmic rhythms move in 
great cycles, Each begins with the creation of a good age. Subsequently, various avis of human 
-t j lii-hna-s casiM a deterioration After a considerable period, such a cyde must end, often helped 
by divine intervention. Via their deputies or i mania huns, these deities kill all that is evil, 
washing and cleansing ihe earth and then setting in motion a new era. Our *eries presents a 
genuine folk model of how cosmic energies w ork.In a sense it Cries iu 
^ depict the very nature oj human lite on earth! 

^ For website extras sm li as character details and name 

and place pronundatiortfi unique to this graphic novel 
\ please visit ihe xvebpage below: 

1 ‘ wrmv.ponnivala.com / comic2 
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